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Member Mtg Agenda 
 

 Program:  
 Guest Introductions 
 Treasurer’s  Report 
 Secretary’s Report 
 Commodore’s Report 
 Vice Comm’s Report 
 Rear Comm’s Report 
 Committee Reports 
 Unfinished Business 
 New Business 

May 2021 

 
UPCOMING SOCIAL 

EVENTS 
             

         
 

         Memorial Day 

 

         Fleet Review 

 

            Sunday,  

         May 23, 2021 

 

 

 

♦ The clubhouse is now open on a limited 
   basis. Please review the rules and  
   procedures, sign up, log sheets and  
   cleaning sign up.  We need people  
   to sign up to keep up the cleaning 
   protocols.  If we do not have volunteers,  
   we may need to discontinue the  
   opening.  
 
♦  Constitution and By-Laws Vote - all  
    three ballots were approved. 
 
♦  Wholesale pricing on batteries from 
    Interstate Batteries.  Just mention you 
    are a member of GYC to receive the  
    Discount.   
 
♦  Volunteers needed for the racing  
    program.  Use Sign-Up Genius on  
    the Web racing page to volunteer. 
 
♦  Directory Pictures:  New Members  
    should send a  picture  (head shot) of  
    themselves and their spouse to Steve  
    Corona or Craig Roth by the end of 
    April for this year’s directory. 
 
♦  Upgrades to the basin docks are  
    planned for fall after all boats are  
    hauled.  Docks  will be made safe and  
    water and electric will be operational.   
    Gazebos will not be replaced at this  
     time. 
   
♦  Dave Ebrersle will be up for vote to 
    Provisional Membership at the May 
    Meeting.  Sponsors be ready to speak  
    on Dave’s behalf.         
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Note from the  
 Commodore  

 

 

 

 

Reminder- if you are joining or renewing Boat US membership, GYC members receives a 

Boat US member discount (Our Cooperating Group ID number is GA80272Y).  

 
 
.Judging by the big increase in activity and visits to the club it is clear that spring is here.  
Boat covers are coming off, bottom paint applied, and unseasonal warmth allowed 
comfortable boat washing.   
 
Vaccinations in our arms coupled with warmer weather and a return to outdoor activity 
brings the promise that we can phase in activities that we needed to cancel last summer.  
The April Membership meeting concluded a full year of off-site meetings, which has 
worked pretty well during the pandemic.  The biggest gap when holding meetings online is 
the absence of subtle interaction, including reactions expressed in body language or 
general chatter.  As we begin to shape the coming summer, the Executive Board wants to 
hear from you about what you are comfortable with and your interests on a number of 
subjects.  We plan to send a questionnaire out to take the pulse of the membership – this 
will only take 5 minutes of your time so please look for this and respond promptly. 
 
Following the major upgrades to the grounds last year, and the installation of new carpet in 
the clubhouse now in process, our club should shine.  These and many more 
improvements are the result of hard work by our members.  This year we hope to restore 
behavior becoming of a “social club”.  And with that bring back opportunity for our 
members to volunteer which is also part of the social environment of our club.   
 
I encourage all of you to formulate a strategy to satisfy and exceed your work hour 
commitment.  Please do not wait to the last minute or count on a job that may not 
materialize.  Spread your contributions out and, above all, enjoy your GYC! 
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All water levels are referenced to International Great Lakes (Vertical) Datum 1985 (IGLD85).  Note that local 
communities and government agencies may use other datums such as NAVD88, CGVD28 or CGG2013 – particularly 
when determining flood risk.  Forecast water levels can also be subject to a high degree of uncertainty and, importantly, 
do not account for local variations due to wind and wave effects.  For info on local conditions, please refer to the 

International Lake Ontario-St. Lawrence River Board 

This weekly forecast of Lake Ontario lake-wide average water levels and outflows is produced by the Great Lakes – St. 
Lawrence Regulation Office of Environment and Climate Change Canada as part of its responsibilities to provide 
engineering and technical support to the International Lake Ontario – St. Lawrence River Board.  

In simple terms, this forecast represents the projected range of water levels and flows that may be expected to occur 
under potentially wet, average and dry conditions.  Actual water levels and flows will depend primarily on weather and 
water supplies, and during periods of extreme conditions, may fall outside of the projected range shown here.   

This forecast employs an ensemble forecasting methodology, whereby a set of over 100 water supply scenarios are run 
through regulation and routing models to produce a corresponding set of simulated water levels and flows.  Historically 
observed Lake Ontario net basin supplies are adjusted based on guidance from short-term (1 to 4 week) meteorological 
forecast model output. These adjusted net basin supplies and corresponding ensembles of forecasted inflows from Lake 
Erie, inflows from tributaries to the St. Lawrence River (including the Ottawa River), as well as other inferred and 
forecasted inputs are used to simulate over 100 possible water level and outflow scenarios.  The ensemble of model 
results is post-processed and summarized to provide this probabilistic forecast of water levels and flows expected to be 
exceeded 5%, 50% and 95% of the time.  

Note that monthly forecasts of projected Great Lakes levels are also available and jointly produced by Environment and 
Climate Change Canada and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Detroit District, under the auspices of the Coordinating 
Committee on Great Lakes Basic Hydraulic and Hydrologic Data.  These bi-nationally coordinated six-month forecasts 
are derived using similar tools and methodologies to those described here, and are published in monthly bulletins 
through the responsible agencies in both Canada and the United States: 

Canada:  Monthly Water Level Bulletin, Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
United States:   Monthly Bulletin of Lake Levels for the Great Lakes, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Detroit District) 

http://www.waterlevels.gc.ca/C&A/bulletin-eng.html
https://www.lre.usace.army.mil/missions/great-lakes-information/great-lakes-water-levels/water-level-forecast/monthly-bulletin-of-great-lakes-water-levels/
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If you are like me It’s the time of year where we are getting excited about getting our boats in the 
water, spending many hours preparing, testing the engines and lights, polishing and making plans 
for the season. If you have been down to the club lately and have taken a walk out on the docks 
you will notice that we are in the Plan 2014 low cycle for the water level. 
This poses many issues to the launch schedule; 
• Low levels make it more difficult to lower boats in the travel lift due to the geometry of the hoist to 
beam angle which can cause damage to boats as the beams will be much closer to the hulls/stanchions 
etc. 
Water level in the docks, with low water the depths are more shallow. As of today the lake level is lower 
than it was in the fall when we hauled the boats. Some boats may not be able to get into their docks which 
would mean that they would need to be moved to another dock or hauled 

 
At this time we are planning on dredging, however the schedule of that is not solid as we are an 
additional job to the previously contracted job that the dredging company has scheduled. So it 
may be June before we can get dredged as they have not even left their home port yet and there 
may be restrictions on their travel through the upper great lakes to the Genesee. 
  
So after reviewing the above with the Executive Board we have not made the decision to delay the 
launches at this time, however based on the soundings that we will be taking at our docks there is 
a chance that we may need to delay the launches. Right now we are hopeful, however the numbers 
(lake level and soundings) will be what determines the decision we will make.  
  
We plan on keeping you informed as the information becomes available, but until then keep 
working on your boats and plan for the schedule to happen as planned. 
  
John Meagher 
Jm21@rochester.rr.com 
1.585.729.3816 

A Note from the Launch/Haul Director 

 
 
 

2021 Launch 

We’ve decided to delay launch for one week, moving each date back (ahead?) by one week. In other 

words, if you were scheduled for April 24, you are now scheduled for May 1; May 1 becomes May 8, etc. 

This will allow us two benefits… 1) get a better handle on water level and 2) alleviate the many requests 

for a change of launch date. Looking at the requests, this will solve most, if not all. We all want to get our 

boats in and can’t stretch launch to a month (4 weekends). So, John will be sending a new calendar in 

the next few days, but expect your date to have moved 1 week and please, do your best to be ready to 

launch on your date. 

Thanks all and thanks to John and his launch crews! It’s great to be talking launch!.  As always feel free 
to contact me with any questions or concerns. Cheers! 
 
Gerard (Jerry) Fisher 

 

mailto:Jm21@rochester.rr.com
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Launch Haul — April 1 2021 
 

Its good to see people working on their boats getting ready for the 2021 sailing season.  
The first launch weekend is April 24, so there is time, but not a lot of time to prepare your boat. Its 
three weekends and if you have not started to prepare you might want to start to think about it. 
Time flies and with some unpredictability such as the weather, availability of parts or mechanics 
you might be rushing to get done, so its best to have a plan and work the plan.  
 
The schedule is last hauled are the first to be launched and has been since I started to direct the 
launch/haul’s 7 years ago.  The boats are positioned in the yard this way to minimize extra 
movement of boats and make the launches go smoothly.  
 
A reminder that we are a volunteer club and not a full service “pay as your services” marina, the 
schedule has been posted since February, there should be plenty of time to plan and make 
arrangements, yet I get calls where people are planning vacations, have other plans and can’t 
make that date etc. This makes it tough for us who do the scheduling, and getting crews together to 
move boats around adjusting the jobs that people will be doing on their launch days.  
The members who are volunteers that help deal with the extra work that these changes make also 
have boats to get ready and tasks they need to do and get taken away from their work to help me 
make these changes. Of course there are some legitimate reasons for not being able to launch, 
and I will make arrangements but it seems that it gets worse every year. This makes me wonder if 
we are launching too early in the season and should delay the launches by a week or two and 
make sure that we are all launched by Memorial Day and possibly lobby to start our racing season 
in June instead of May. 
 
Please have your boat ready before your launch day, fenders, dock lines, stanchions off if they 
need to be, I am anticipating the water to be at the same level as when we hauled last fall, and if 
you remember we had some issues, but also found new ways to deal with those issues and that it 
took a little longer than the 30 minutes average per boat.  Some suggestions are that mark where 
your boat sits on the cradle, there are several ways to do this, but I seem to make changes to the 
launch data book every year and I know the boats and the cradles that they have been using 
haven’t changed.  
 
I will try to keep the area south of the mast rack open for mast work as well as have a path to get 
the masts onto the grass so we can pick them like we used to do.  
If there are any questions contact John Meagher. 
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U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS                                                   Buffalo District 
Building Strong®  

For Immediate Release: April 6, 2021                    Contact: Andrew Kornacki, Public Affairs                             
716.879.4349 or 716.352.8669  

Andrew.a.kornacki@usace.army.mil  

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to resume Rochester Harbor east pier repairs Buffalo, NY— 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District, and its contractor, Dean Marine & 
Excavating, Inc., are scheduled to resume repairs of the Rochester Harbor east pier, 
located in Rochester, New York, in April 2021. Repairs to the structure, under the current 
contract, include the concrete cap and pier lighting and are expected to be completed in 
May 2021. "The east pier, commonly referred to as the Summerville Pier, is a key piece of 
infrastructure for commercial and recreational navigation in Rochester Harbor," said Lex 
Barker, USACE Buffalo District, project manager. “We understand that construction has 
caused impacts to recreation, and we appreciate the community for their support as we 
repair an aging and severely degraded pier.” The Rochester Harbor east pier was 
constructed in 1908, and sections of the shoreward and lake ends were reconstructed in 
1954 and 1971. The Corps of Engineers is using available funds to repair about 600 feet of 
the roughly 1,000-foot degraded section of the Rochester Harbor east pier. The section 
under repair is in the middle of previously repaired sections, and is close to the original 
construction, where the concrete cap is in poor condition and is structurally degraded. 
Repair of the remaining approximately 400 feet of degraded reach of the east pier would be 
dependent upon receiving additional funding.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USACE Buffalo District delivers world class engineering solutions to the Great Lakes Region, the Army and 
the Nation in order to ensure national security, environmental sustainability, water resource management, and 
emergency assistance during peace and war. To see project photos, please visit the project’s Flickr album: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/buffalousace/albums/72157715623196412  

Lake Ontario Information 
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A monthly feature of the flowers growing in our club garden by 0ur Gardening Chair, Mary Ewbank 

What’s growing in the garden 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Lilacs are May in essence ~ Jean Hersey 

 

How can you enjoy classic Lilac fragrance for months instead of weeks? The Bloomerang Dark Purple 

reblooming lilac bush blooms in spring, then reblooms from mid-summer through fall. Smaller and more 

compact than conventional lilacs this vigorous grower will add beauty and fragrance to our club garden 

from spring to fall. 

Bloomerang will grow to just five feet or so and the key to re-flowering is not in trimming but to keep it in 

vigorous growth with one late spring feed, plenty of sunlight and sufficient water when it gets hot and dry. 

Lilacs form their flower buds during summer, so if you shear them in fall or winter they will not bloom in 

spring. Unlike most shrubs, lilacs should only be sheared in late spring after they bloom, before they sprout 

new growth. For the best encore performance, give Bloomerang Dark Purple a light trim after its first 

bloom. Because of their strong fragrance lilacs are deer resistant but attracts pollinators including 

butterflies and of course hummingbirds.  

NOTE: Because of its proximity to the outdoor electric and water spigot please be mindful when 

connecting to those outlets and run your lines AROUND and not through the bush. Thanks! 
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From the New York State Department of Parks and Recreation and Historic Preservation, Marine 
Division website:  

Who needs a boating safety certificate?  

Anyone operating a Personal Watercraft (JetSki™, Wave Runner™, etc.) must have a boating 
safety certificate, and be at least 14 years of age or older. Under a new law, known as Brianna's 
Law, all motor boat operators must be at least 10 years old and if:  

• Born on or after Jan. 1, 1993 will need a boating safety certificate beginning in 2020.  

• Born on or after Jan. 1, 1988 will need a boating safety certificate beginning in 2022.  

• Born on or after Jan. 1, 1983 will need a boating safety certificate beginning in 2023. • Born on or 
after Jan. 1, 1978 will need a boating safety certificate beginning in 2024.  

•  All motor boat operators regardless of age will need a boating safety certificate beginning in 
2025.  

Frequently asked Question: 

I earned a state safety certificate when I was young. Does that count?  

A: It depends on when you took the course, whether you still have a copy of your original certificate, 
and whether you were under 18 years of age when you earned the certificate. We do not have all 
course records prior to 2000. Certificates issued prior to 2000 were only valid if issued to someone 
under the age of 18. Any certificate issued prior to 2000 is only acceptable if you have a copy of it 
and you were under 18 years of age when it was issued. All NYS boating safety certificates issued 
after 2000, regardless of age, are acceptable. Boating Safety certificates issued after 2000, 
regardless of age, are acceptable.  

Boating Safety Certificate classes are offered here:  

Virtual classroom (ZOOM) with an instructor:  

Register through the website www.abs47.org I 

In-person (when permitted) at SEAGER Marine:  

Register through the website www.wfany.net  

Boating Safety  

Certificates  


